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As 2019 commemorates the 60th Anniversar® ®bytahe REBgri me
me nt (Berkshire and Wiltshire) the editorial team f el
back at the relatively short history, in military tern
genuinely believe it to have been the finest I nfantry
ferent accounts give an insight into I|ife in the Regi
who joined the 1st Battalion some 4 months after the
ond is from someone on parade on that day in 1959 whe!
history and traditions to the new Regiment and served
ment, Peter Stacey. So here are their stories.

Extracts from an account ofatrtmersdrowi ce of an e:

23753588 Trevor Woodham (Private)
IstBBattalion The Duke of Edinburgh Royal Regi ment (B
November 1959 National Service I ntake 59/ 23

The National Service Enlistment Board had called me fo
had passed Al1. Al most eight months went by and | was b
It was | ate October 1959 when they finally caught up

Battalion Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regi ment .

I was ordered to report to the barracks of the 1st E ¢

1959, no | ater than 1600hr s. They even included rail t
the Duke oft HRdbdiymdurRehgi ment , and nobody el se | knew hact
they had, and there was a | ot of |l eg pu®sling about bag

JELLALABAD BARRACKS TI DWORTH

1 DERR were based at Jell alabad Barracks Tidwort h, Ha
Norfol k. The powers that be decided we should make the
geant , 2 Corporals and 36 privates, compl ete with all

London Paddington, then across London by wunderground t

We were met by R.S. M. Hodges, a big hard man who | ust

l ook was all it took for us to realise who was the bos
a while, then gave us a short | ecture making it quite
regi ment and we had better sharpen up very quickly or
tell wus just where in the regiment we would be serving

RSM Hodges whofichawdi ta early
Private Woodham on hils arrival i n




I was drafted into 5 Platoon, B Company as a rifl eman, a di

consol ation was that the mate | had made in training, Roy

tion. We found ourselves in centrally heated rooms with on
clean. It was a big change from the Victorian Barracks at B
The foll owing morning we met our Platoon Officer, Lt. Good
family tradition as a professional sol dier. We soon came t
was a natur al |l eader. The platoon sergeant Sgt Campaas a V
ny Commander, Maj or Bl aschek, he was al@oumd rodfauft lyadwapgst

|l ooked out for the welfare of his men. He quickly set out o

EXERCI SE STARLI GHT

Prepar atTihen next maj or event was ' Exercise Starlight?'. We | |
would be the biggest training exercise since the war; S 0me
Royal Air Force wunits. OQur training now consisted of mar c h
cover&dmisl es, We-l Bemdbgs,-2Brimiags. 18n between we spent ti me
battle training on Salisbury Pl ain. The route marches were
days platoons would march against each other, on other day
month the whole battalion would march together. On those de
the regi ment al band would meet wup with us a mile or so out
we entered the garrison the band dGvbal BaswkeBEO@panhy t bgulagl
won the battalion mapd rRritm@nc avetr estcso,nsarsd ently best overall
that, but we were not to know how it would impact on Exerci
thei2@ni l e Friday march. After that we would have a foot in
were straight down to the medics, not on the coach home for
We flew to Libya from R.A.F. Abingdon in Bristol Britannia
|l anded at R.A.F. Derna (Martuba), there we were transferred
to our amazement we | anded in the desert, no airfield, just
The exercise had begun. Our Major called us together and he
the reserve company. He had objected strongly to the C.O.

we deserved | ead rol e. Then there was more bad news for 5
serve. I n a battl e, one regiment is usually kept in reservi
fresh troops can readily be brought forward. For the same
company keeps a platoon in r ebhhedattoon nweomue a&tastehea hvesr ynelaamd k
in th

eory we w@cocktd@.onot see any

Private Trevor Woodham in Libya, Nc
Afri ca onbtExréricgihsfe




So the imaginary battle began. The story washotnheat we v
terrdfRoorr ysome days we simply foll owed t &®ae e awlavsa nbcrei,e ft he
fl ashes and bangs in the distance and an odd helicopt «
the umpires declared that the enemy had | aunched a col
being overrun and should be re@Cogrcdaor ¢Bieht@o@G. wWaBERI
put at the head. The march began | ate one at night. Lt
tirely on compass bearings. We marched in single file;
couldn't see where you were putting your feet. After &
rest Then off we went again. Now we were told to be a
Just before dawn we were halted again. The first thin
dark we couldn't work out what it was . As daylight c
bycamel s! They were everywhere, but despite the smell,
been on the move for over ©6hrs, no proper food only b
nated water to drink.

Lt Goodheart told us to gather round and he gave us o
we had passed right through our own troops defence pc
'enemy were just over the next ridge, and just bef or e
would be first to go in. We advanced up the slope and
nervous not knowing what to expect. The whistl&® sounde
of paratroopers just sitting around!

Exercise Popdrauwmmperred to MT Section]

The battalion was assembled on the barrack square, eve
cally unheard of. The C. O. announced that the battalioc
armed forces in Canada. The exercise was scheduled to
away for a total of six weeks. We were to be hosted by
first full British army unit to visit Canada and tr ai
around preparations for the move to Canada. Each of us
party, the first | ot to go to prepare for the arrival
Rearguard, the ompeu@eononegwiamgled

THE FLI GHT anld 8W&gd pwt into the main party. We fl ew f
tannia aircraft, a four dmhgiisnpee rtiGnfdbeoy ipavdtpe ktnftoevns taan d dre
carriers of Air Transport Command at the time. A |l ucky
into service. We were bound for New Brunswick provinec
was/ i s a huge army training area. I'n the Britannia it
airfield at Fredericktown; from there we were quickly
ple of nights, then taken by coach out to the training
up waiting for us by the advance party; this was to be
At 6am the following morning the battalion was parade
tional . I was still the CO's driver and to my surprise
ambul ance was a Dodge 6 cylinder engine and could carrtr
rying truck was the ' G. M. Deuce and a half' was an 8
Willies Jeep. As drivers we were not impressed with ¢t
parties etc. Everywhere we went the hospitality was t
groups, I was al ways offered whatever was on their men
| ance duties' were negligible, yes | was on call, but
bit of a '"routine none job'. That changed with a venge
el ectrical storm right over our camp, it was I|ike no
ning was nonstop, the rain was torrential. I'n the mid:
diers badly injured. Three soldiers had minor burns an
and unconscious.



Canada ond®Bxdr diusm

Private [ Now DrivFr] Woodham

The Dodge ambul ance could carry four stretchers and a medi
tary hospital in Fredericktown, al most 10 miles away. I kr
route for just such an emergency. The first 2 miles were
good really. The main problem was the skid risk that | oose
hi ghway. Here it was flashing |ights and foot down; being
wild |I'ife. We had seen porcupines, bears and a moose arour
we didn't want one now. The journey went well and we were
grounds and there was a jeep waiting with a sig®h. on the b:
The journey badk maxs omutarmtyi the time we got back word had
would be fine, shock and minor burns. The other | ad was it
hospital when we came back to the UK four weeks | ater.
A Northern Ireland Interlude

Early deployments to Northern Ireland for 1 DERR

The battalion established a fod@thgr iTn ®AWiueBE cset nebre Ff@dlo9nt 9t h e
Company to Londonderry [reinforced by the Drums]

June -ABC®dOmpany to Belfast [Attached 1 Royal Scot s]
197Qompl ete Battalion to Londonderry.

From this point onwards the battalion served in the provir
19914.
An example of what was to come is highlighted in the citat

to Sergeant Ernest Potter, Platoon Sergeant of No 5 Pl atoc

I4

OWe were supporting a platojon of t he

were searching for an arms dqache. When
were | eft with a crowd facilng wus. We
turn our vehicles and the dqrowd attac
bl own off his feet by a gréenade and o
managed to hold them back for an hour
came and wed withdrew




The

actual citation reads:
aRTINL DD WY J2th Moxch 1571

Ly,

ANARD OF THE CUEER'S ORMENDATION FOR GALLANTRY TO
SION2 0T 567 POTIER B

8. The Ceemsnding Officer caongratulates Sgt Pottar on his well deserved
wenrd of o Quesn's Cesswcdatian for Bravery.

b.  On XO0th Juse 1970, B Company st Battuion Tne buke of Edinburgs's
Foyal Hegisant, (BUr)mluro and .hltuhim) wvas soent o Northern Ixelaxd to
nely madntoin law &nd exder in Bulfuat cver the 12th/13ih July Norohes.
On arrival, the Ccapany wus placed under coemand the at Bagealion fhe
Royal Scots (The Soyel Fogisest), ‘ .

During the lote afterncess of 3cd July 1970, the Coapany was deployed
to Altert Street, Delfast, where gerioud ricting wux, taking place. Sergeant
Potter waz the Platcon Sergeant of No 5 Flutcdn which 'had -besn deployed at
the Jmoticn of Albert Street usd Raglun Straeet,

On the arrival of the platcon, a orowd of about four hundved youths
pelsed them with Dottles, u.onnu, tall bearings and zarblee fired frva
catapulio, and later with gelignite gresades. Sergeant Fotter wos woymded
in the hand early on in the scticn and suffered a fraotUufed finger vaidn
was alzo bodly cut. In apite ‘67 this paintfal dnjwry, be continunlly
organised and ccxtrolled repested baton charges bty his two lepding ‘sootions.
Iy biz presence axé culw bearing, he wnx able to steady the front rask under
o ccntimaougs hail of missilex and bring the plEsion 4o o ouuocuum
couclusion,

iater on in the evening, nfter ho hod received attention %o inia Nounds,
he returned %o the platoon snd remsined with them in the coMn of the Falls
aren for the rost of the night and the fallowing day.

301’S¢mt Potter displayed coursge and dovosion to duty anmd oontributed
groatly o the cuccass of the oporations his platoon carried cut @uring the
uight.
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At this time, it was also decided that we were to repl a

bol of Wessex. This was not a popul ar move; A Company v
when in A Company | ines. This did not impress the RSM w
place it with the Wyvern. Al of A Company had to carry
RSM. This continued for some time but by the time the Ba
ing the Wyvern, as was 1 Wilts and the other 4 Regi ments
The Battalion arrived in Southampton to a wonderf ul rece
al so R&€mmpetn Tilehurst. This was followed by freedom pe¢
tear was seen in eyes of the Ol d Comrades who had serve
this was to be the end of their Regiment. A very sad tir

ingford, and Abingdon.

At the end of May 1959, the Battalion moved to the | SLE
Newport. The Amalgamation took place on the 9th of June
Duke of Edinburgh and the new regiment was born.

The first test was a battalion exercise on Salisbury Pl
and due to move to Jell alabad Barracks, Tidworth in Aug
battalion were National Servicemen most were very good s
Having settled into Tidworth as part of the 1st Guards |

ercises on the Plain and Keeping the Peace exercises a
around the Wiltshire -vieamnyp sihnprree scsa wret rsyeseiidneg t he whol e b

was in the MMG/ Recce Platoon and often wondered why Wwe
with being in I NDIA where a regiment was judged by how w
of Ammunition boots marching in step through the village
Who was the Adjutant that al ways inspected the Battalio
emptying itserladnkonsolhdei efrrsontstarting in A Company and no
pany. It could not have completed this trick without tre
again if caught in the slip steam. fBlielvlerddnked horses ev
Trying to |l oad vehicles onto a Hastings Aircraft with ot
verse up an angled ramp with a trailer, we managed to ¢
This was a build up for Exercise Starlight 1, to be held

Newly formed 1st Battaliopn DERR dep
Exercise Starlight . Those with sh
the cap badge within the Brandywine

Most of the 3rd Infantry Division were flown to a desert
sy aircraft. Al troops were under canvas waiting the st
vance to contact along the coast to Derna; we then knew
a very testing exercise which the battalion came througt
a very hard exercise. (Most of the Tanks and vehicles k

with much unexploded ordnance) .



Back to Tidworth and a move to Assaye Barracks and to

train in New Brunswick Canada as part of the 1st Canad
summer training area under canvas, we joined them and
forced march competition each company in the Bde had t

at 5 minute iGntteeravmalwsa,s @ oGonyanded by Sgt Al an Beck mane
nadi an Platoons that had set off before them and won t
called us not 1 DERRs but THE WONDERS. The regi ment wa
made us feel very welcome It was a honour to wear the
had the BRANDYWI NE. The Battalion had set a very high

Lead EIl ement s of

planing to begin t
Exercise Pond Jumg
came known as WONI

On return to Tidworth Companies were deployed to Briti

HAMPS. I was posted to the Wessex Depot, then at Honi't
trained, I had the privilege of meeting our first Fiji
take them through their basic training. How proud they

who was also proud that they had selected to be Dukes.
Troop®RIpr dgsheréeast battalion to |leave the UK by Troop

|l -reined the Battalion in Malta in 1963 as a Section C
Exercises in Libya and Sardinia. The Battalion was the
bet ween the Greek and Turkish communities. We were tas
Green Line which divided the two communities in Nicosi
villages that had become isolated, due to the civil wa

Who was the Coy Clerk, who when on sentry challenged a
ficer Duck, awdddkeel oedr whéehe and?Quack your | ast four

They are still 1 ooking for the cotdhtehtsaskofwhbheoGkrneéer a
bly drank it!

We
mot i

=
@

anded over to 1 PARA, who were part of t UN Peac
on to Pl Sgt 3 PL A Coy . The Company were again d
sters in Episkopi taking over from C Company. I't was a
Bas Areas and taking care of the many refugees. Despi

h
i
;
e
eshah Parade in Episkopi, had to show the Glosters how
k
t

Ri o Drills and crowd control. Our soldiers ook great
and anything else they could throw at Jiolwayi tJ atcok gwehto bte
e

e
0
Bac in Malta we were tasked with training the Royal N
t
J
on board their ships where their felt safe from the ra



One of the Companies
mar ching past] on the 1s
Battalion Tropping the C

ours in Malta 1964.

Who was the young officer when taking staff péarade ord
el

t I, Colin.

I was informed that | was to be posted to The Army App
structor. A very slow pace of &l ivwaei tc otnop agreetd btaoc kk.he Bat
Rej oined the Battalion in Minden West Germany who were
gade, again in A Company as Platoon Sgt. We became a f
respected throughout BAOR. We set the standard for oth
as | was promoted to CQMS of A& Compaeryergowmer whengawab
the country side in a Stalwart. Crossing the River Wes
to the far bank unl i lde nseonmei oont,h erBs ,Cowho IOQuwon i me i n Mi
soon. The Battalion had fired on all six or eight cyli

The iconic photograph of a Mechanised |nfantry Bat
dow of the Warrant Officers and Sergeangpts mess in
age formed the centre piece of the Battfalion souve




From the flesh pots of West Germany to the North York
little did we know just how diverse and interesting th
cise Sanjak in Malaya based on fBahdungWhoWarfsare eS Ch
dropped his AR 15 in the river resulting in the Royal
mi ssing weapon in the dark. I think he may have been i

A member of A Company on a
Quarter Battle (dQB) Range d
Exercise Sanjak.

The Coy 2ic proved that Map Reading was not his forte
very good and hard Exercise but was enjoyed by all., A
prove t hAadc caunsteilnfg Company Group could operate far fro
acclimatisation.

The camp barber was keen to show me his references, 0 |
BERKS dated 1922. I f yod geovierg neere,d a ok ktnlobew Qvhaart Wal | ah
tract to shear the Company. He in return gave me free
Meanwhil e B company had deployed to British Hondur as,
start of many future tours to this troubled | and. [t w
it can be described as a happy tour in this pleasant r
duties in quiet efficient manner that became its trade
On return to Catterick it was announced that al/l I nf ar
nal cap badge, but that was a problem as we did not ha
the formation of the regiment. | th awmals ctoH d rae f obraed gcee caisd
badge, which it continued to do. I ofhtaemmm edomadeéd awh dtadl

QMs perks perhaps!

Having managed not & oG10®8&% t hewafompmpamgted to CSM Suppo
talion trained in Wainwright Canada which was much en|]
gained much respect.

Back to Catterick just in time for a |l ong week-end the
it was a quiet tour. The 1l ull before the storm that we
southern end of Lough Neagh. This pr d@vesdwvivuwer ymyi nbtoeortess f
still wiett hilnkiome | eft any soldiewsninhiiheg.dwatfaekyeo uab € ta
joke etc., No Russian Subs were found.

I't was difficult to imagine just how much the Battalio

10



Berlin was most wel come. &Thber eBaattht ad nd ne ncjoouyl dt hceatwdind er
city. Providing you were not |l ate for the Train Guard
gui ckl y.

One of the many highlights of t
visit from HRH Prince Charl es,
the Visitors Book of the Warran
geants Mess under the watchf ul
J Pinchen, with the Mess PMC WO

I't was ti me t o -yeearpatreurf oirn aNarwtoher n I rel and Ball ykinl
Battalion would act as Province Reserve. I't was a test
ment performed its duties in a most professional mann e
my .

WO 2 P Stacey h
awarded the Lon
Good Conduct (L
on the Ferozesh
Il ykinler Decemb

In 1975 it was on to Shoeburyness and the battle of So
round! ! Once agai n, the Battalion found itself in Cyp
Coy dispatched to Ayios Nicolias. Who told the BFBS Re
to commemorate being the | ast English regiment to do
pressed for a wasted journey to film this historic eve
I applied for Loan Service and was selected for a post
I't was a regiment of some&t wawhtoohaoegsa&nd nmere,e dalolf @marnin
work in organising a recruit training establishment, t
and train a 16 tube mortar platoon. Al in Arabic. Th
are too many tales to cover in this article but added

11



With a DERR back ground all came to fruition. The Oma

good once trained. I thoroughly enjoyed working with t
mu s t have got it right as | was awarded OMANs DSM. Wh
me et up with Col DIM Robbins who was working in the
Cooper who was then Chief of Police, we had some very
I then returned to the restraints of the British Ar my
Brock Barracks Reading, I had come full circle. 't was
faces were presentCO,DeRomo RASRe®BAKC @Y and many ot hers wh
1 DERR, wh at could go wrong? The answer nothing, t he
with its Colours by the Duke of Wel |l ionbgattotnl.e.l't coul d n
I was informed that | had been selected for a commi ssi
returned to the Battalion, now in Osnabruck West Gern
good to be back home with the Regiment, the Best Mech
There were many exercises and trips to BATUS in Albert

the Commanding Officer who | ost his I D Card? The RSM i

Moving armoured vehicles around West Germany mainly by

one forgot the chocks and chains, but thanks to the v
al ways ended up in the right | ocation, someti mes i n sim
used sindeArHhy Ilekad passed through on its way east in 1
My time in Osnabruck was over when | was appointed Que
from Germany to Dover. Their Commanding Officer was no
B COY during our time in Ballykinler. The Bn were kept
Il sl ands, and Public Duties. Theys .wetaeviknngo vsnp eanst tshoemeH a pt
with this fine battalion it was time to move on.

This time to 2 Mercian based in Birmingham. They were
guard al l communication centres in BAOR; this was prac

On one occasion due to an Army Wide shortage of bl ack
Port solved the problem by providing hundreds of the

yell ow and stamped with Liverpool City Council, but ne
Having thought that | would not have the chance to re
and-méned the Battalion, again in Cyprus during the Ul
two miles from where | had started my service with 1
Campaign it was a detention camp for captured terror.i
small worl d.

Trying to get money from the UN to carry out repairs e

fall down before any action was authorised, téank goo
think the timber yard missed the odd plank or post, Ca
ority in the QMs Dept! Helps those who help themsel ves
While attending a Mess function | was speaking to a B
formed me that he wa& &camp ksl dhei maflt bBawnwi & member of
told him that | was guarding him at the ti me. He seeme

12



part of 8 Bde the Battalion worked very hard with |l ong
throughout the province. As always, we came smiling h
Hong Kong.

Back to Canterbury and prepare for the mpevaer ttoolArl .deAsyr
n
t

Quarter@aBe gar|t ment
Al dergr ove

It was a very sad day when | 1l eft the Battalion for th
ter of the New TA Battalion being formed in the South
and Cornwal | Rifles Volunteers (DCRV) to Infantry Batt
day . It was to be called the 4th Bn The Devonshire and
few Generals on side). I was to spend the next 13 year
good Battalion and took their place in the Order of Ba
1st Rifle Volunteers

Why has every regiment in which I served been either a
After 45 years continuous service | hung up my wuniform
worn 9 different cap badges but was always a Duke of E
It was the best I nfantry BattaloownwinhhthleeBjrobiahdAalimwy
standard for otHees hotasbeemvposbtble that it was 60 vy
out standing county regiments came together to form an

I was the | ast Royal Berkshire to serve in 1 DERR and
serving Duke of Edinburgh some 28 years. Unless of <cou
regi ment that was continually filled only by a Duke wa
Luckwel | which shows the strength of the Engine Room,

SOLDIER to Soldier

Last Royal Berkshire
retires from the DERR

The 1st Bartalioa The Duke of the DI
s Roysl Regimest

(erkahire and Wilishice) has

st its bt Royal Berk-

Abireran.
DERR wis fixmad in 1959
of The.

Mu c h ooking
ning hrough

| our 60th Party and swinging th
t
ond to none.

s and remember those who cannot

Peter Stacey
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Northern I reland Postscript

In 1974 the battalion was the | ead battalion during th
tober, 1974. One soldier Private Graham Giddy had a cl
ment. He remembered

"l was at the extreme flank and following the radio op

fortunately his webbing caught the gate which closed a
numbers kicking each other to get to me that probably
[
0

webbing, helmet, FRG Baton gun] and fl ak jacket. I'n t
head and other parts f the body. My head had begun to
how's that for adding insult to injury. I had been sta
knife, probably a screw driver. | tried to reason with
mot her was I rish. Couldn't think of any thing else to
it was worth a try. The only thing that | could think
would be stamped to deat h. By this time a helicopter w
wave to the crew, I think in the hope of keeping it at
the ton (well, it was probably not that much). As the
went to ground | stood up and the next thing that | re
The flak jacket worn by then then Pte |Giddy. Lo

pegs denoting were the stabbing penetfpated the f

Gi ddy account recalls his being |stabbed in
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